investigation
of the fetal gut, we found a large colony of up to one hundred basalgranulated cells on or near the top of intestinal villi. Referring to the literature, we realized that the same structure was discovered and reported by SEGI (1935 SEGI ( , 1936 )* in his two papers written in Japanese with a detailed German abstract. His description, mainly based on paraffin sections of the human fetal intestine fixed in potassium bichromate-formol and staind by azan, is very precise and the attached illustrations are marvellous.
This communication intends to draw the work of SEGI from 45 years' oblivion to the light of advanced learning.
SEGI'S OBSERVATIONS
SEGI (1935) discovered a large aggregation of basal-granulated cells on the top of almost every villus in the duodenum and upper jejunum of human fetuses, 5 months SEGI (1935 SEGI ( , 1936 noticed that the top of villi occupied by the basal-granulated cell colony was more or less markedly concave in the outer surface.
As the cell aggregation was convex in its base pushing the basement membrane, the whole shape (Fig. 2) . Now that the SEGI'S cap was rediscovered and that neither the previous authors (SEGI, 1935 (SEGI, , 1936 WATANABE, 1961) nor our research group found endocrine cell groups in the intercryptal tissue in fetuses older than 5 months, a possible transition from the intercryptal cell groups to the villous cap of SEGI may deserve intensive investigation.
In a 7 month fetus, OSAKA (1975) and OSAKA and KOBAYASHI (1976) found no grouped basal-granulated cells in the villous epithelium. This may be explained by the fact that the top of fetal villi is liable to postmortem disintegration and the SEGI'S cap, if present, could be lost easily before or during the specimen preparation.
It is unbelievable that such a huge aggregation of endocrine cells comparable to the pancreatic islet regularly occurs at such a peculiar site as the very top of intestinal villi.
Elucidation of its function in the later half of fetal life and perinatal period must be a highly exciting project of study. As Professor SEGI, with whom we had the pleasure of acquaintance quite recently, encourages us in his latest letter, even the most simple problem concerning the term and mode of disappearance of the caps remains to be elucidated.
Professor SEGI, after those histological studies at the Anatomy Department of the Tokyo Imperial University, changed to maternal and child health and then to cancer research.
At the age of 72, he is still healthy and active in research work.
Professor SEGI'S old and long lost cap seems to have never left his heart and he happily anticipates its rediscovery and reevaluation. 
